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The Right to Housing
DYLAN TAYLOR, SUE BRADFORD & JACK FOSTER
An introduction to this special issue of Counterfutures. 

A Case for Universal State Housing
VANESSA COLE
Universal state housing as a practical solution to Aotearoa New Zealand’s trenchant 
housing crisis. Affordable, secure, and decommodified housing for all. 
 
Re-socialising Aotearoa New Zealand Housing
MARK SOUTHCOMBE
A vision for a 21st-century cooperative-housing model for Aotearoa New Zealand. 
Cooperative housing as a third way between ownership and renting.

Engaging Communities in the Design of Homes and Neighbourhoods
REBECCA KIDDLE
Reflections on best practice for community engagement in urban-redevelopment 
projects. Empowering communities through effective, meaningful, and culturally 
relevant engagement processes.

Dispossession and Gentrification in the Porirua Redevelopment
JASMINE TAANKINK & HUGO ROBINSON
An account of the Porirua regeneration project from Housing Action Porirua. 
Community resistance to state-led gentrification. 

Spatial Justice—Decolonising Our Cities and Settlements
JADE KAKE
An argument for urban-planning reform and spatial justice. Implementing the kāinga 
model as practical decolonisation. 
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Driving Through the East
ELYJANA ROACH
Reflections on effective community-engagement practices in Porirua. To provide 
suitable housing and neighbourhoods for Pasifika, architects and urban planners must 
expand their cultural kete.

Envisioning Regenerative Communities
CAMIA YOUNG & THOMAS NASH 
Interviewed by Dylan Taylor, Camia Young and Thomas Nash imagine a new era of 
regenerative urban design.

Setting the Scenes of Early Pākehā
PETER HOWLAND
Review of Ian Smith, Pākehā Settlements in a Māori World. The archaeology of early 
colonial settlements in Aotearoa told in five phases.

A Global Fix
JACK FOSTER
Review of Raquel Rolnik, Urban Warfare. A global panorama of housing policy in the 
era of footloose financial capital.

The Path Home 
DAMIAN SLIGO-GREEN
Review of Samuel Stein, Capital City. A critical account of the age of real-estate capital 
and the transformation of the city.  



SUE BRADFORD
Activist on jobs, welfare, and housing issues for many years and former Green MP 
(1999–2009). She has a PhD in public policy and currently works for Kotare Research 
and Education for Social Change in Aotearoa.

VANESSA COLE
PhD candidate at University of Auckland and researcher at Economic and Social 
Research Aotearoa. She is co-chair of Auckland Action Against Poverty and has been 
involved for many years in housing and welfare research and action.

JACK FOSTER
PhD candidate at Victoria University of Wellington and researcher for Economic and 
Social Research Aotearoa.

PETER HOWLAND
Former tabloid journalist by mistake, anthropologist by training, sociologist by 
occupation, and neo-Marxist by moral and analytical compulsion. His books include 
Social, Cultural and Economic Impacts of Wine (2014) and Wine, Terroir and Utopia: 
Making New Worlds (2019).

JADE KAKE
Ko Jade Kake tāna ingoa. He uri tēnei nō Ngāpuhi, Te Whakatōhea me Te Arawa. He 
kaihoahoa, he kaituhituhi, he kaihāpai ia. Ko te mahi tuhituhi i ngā ‘decolonisation’, i 
ngā hapū rangatiratanga, i ngā ‘Māori-futurism’ tāna aronga nui.

REBECCA KIDDLE
Ngāti Porou, Ngāpuhi. Senior lecturer in urbanism at the School of Architecture, Te 
Herenga Waka Victoria University of Wellington. Her research and practice-based 
work focuses on Māori placemaking and decolonial and spatial justice.

THOMAS NASH
Social entrepreneur in residence at Massey University, co-director of New Zealand 
Alternative, and regional councillor for Greater Wellington, where he chairs the 
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Climate Committee. Before returning home to Aotearoa New Zealand in 2017, 
Thomas worked overseas as a humanitarian and disarmament campaigner.

ELYJANA ROACH
Samoan-Australian architectural designer who grew up in Porirua. Elyjana is 
passionate about the future of Porirua and has worked with the Porirua council on 
future-planning policies such as the District Plan and the Growth Strategy. 

HUGO ROBINSON
Pākehā. Was raised in Tūranganui-a-kiwa and currently lives in Pōneke. They are 
passionate about unionism and constitutional transformation.

DAMIAN SLIGO-GREEN
Pōneke-based digital strategist and financial advisor. He is a member of the Enspiral 
network, founding director of Bamboo Creative, and co-author of Better Work Together 
(2019), a book exploring the means and methods of working horizontally.

MARK SOUTHCOMBE
Fellow of the New Zealand Institute of Architects, a director of Southcombe 
Architects, a specialist design consultancy, and senior lecturer at the School of 
Architecture, Victoria University of Wellington.

JASMINE TAANKINK
Taranaki Tūturu, Pākehā. A mother, unionist, housing activist, and student living in 
Porirua East, where she was raised.

DYLAN TAYLOR
Lecturer in sociology at Te Herenga Waka Victoria University of Wellington and 
researcher for Economic and Social Research Aotearoa.

CAMIA YOUNG
Trustee for the Hillary Institute and Ohu Foundation. She is the founding director of 
Ohu Development Ltd, XCHC Ltd, and Collett’s Corner Ltd. Camia practiced as an 
architect in Europe prior to moving to Ōtautahi Christchurch in 2011.


